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holes and corners amongst the embezzlements of the road;
and every contraction in the rations allowed as to hours and
minutes regularly shows itself in a corresponding expansion
of hurry and inevitable precipitancy as regards the quality
of the composition. Not that always and unconditionally it
is an evil to be hurried in writing for the press. I doubt
not that many a score of practised writers for the press will
have been self-observing enough to notice a phenomenon which
I have many times noticed, viz. that hurry and severe com-
pression from an instant summons that brooks no delay have
a tendency to often furnish the Hint and steel for eliciting
sudden scintillations of originality : sometimes in what re-
gards the picturesque felicity of the phrase, sometimes in
what regards the thought itself or its illustrations. To
autoschediaze, or improvise, is sometimes in effect to be forced
into a consciousness of creative energies that would else have
slumbered through life. The same stimulation to the
creative faculty occurs even more notoriously in musical
improvisations ; and all great executants on the organ have
had reason to bemoan their inability to arrest those sudden
felicities of impassioned combinations, and those flying ara-
besques of loveliest melody, which the magnetic inspiration
of the moment has availed to excite. Meantime, this
possible advantage of hurry and adventurous precipitation
for the kindling of originality applies less probably to a
case in which philosophy happens to be concerned. But is
the present a case of that order ? A philosopher is concerned
undoubtedly, and a great one ; but philosophy not so much.
The public would not bear it. One man may lead a horse
to a pond, but twenty wjll not make him drink ; and a sip
is all that the public collectively ever care to take from
reservoirs of abstract philosophy. Yet, even in such, a case,
whore leisurely thought is really a possible disadvantage in
regard to the immediate prosperity of the composition, it is
still indispensable in regard to its revision ; so that my title
still remains good to a special indulgence.

But now, reader, do not worry me any more with ques-
tions or calls for explanation. When I do not know, nor
how, but not the less I feel a mesmeric impression that you
have been bothering me with magnetic passes: but for which